Division of English-HSS (Jan 2010)

HL499: Graduation Essay (8AUs)
Timeline, Proposal, and Degree Requirements
The Graduation Essay is a compulsory component of the BA degree in English that is to be written over the course of one semester in the final year of each student’s undergraduate degree. Under normal circumstances (for those who plan to complete the full four years) a topic proposal must be submitted by the due date listed below.  The division will then assign a supervisor to each student with whom they will work throughout the following semester. *See below for final submission dates.
Topic Proposal
Proposals should be approximately 200 words, indicating the author(s)/film-maker, text(s), research area or research question, and, if relevant, a possible theoretical approach.  
Creative writing proposals may be considered if a viable suggestion is offered. Please ask the FYP Coordinator for specific guidelines on how to submit a Creative Writing FYP Proposal. For those of you who intend to pursue graduate studies later, the choice of a topic is very important because it may form the basis for your future work.

General Guidelines
1. Length: 9,000-11,000 upper and lower limits.
2. Works published in English, or in widely available good-quality translations into English, may be used as subject matter for your essays.

3. All research essays must use the MLA citation system.

4. This essay is meant to represent the culmination of your undergraduate work. So, while the supervisor will act as a source of advice and guidance, the student has primary intellectual responsibility for the essay, in every sense. It is thus the student’s responsibility to construct his/her topic proposal, to locate secondary reading material (with the supervisor’s guidance), to conceptualise the approach, and to write the essay.
5. Your supervisor will arrange a suitable supervision schedule with you; it is your responsibility to adhere to this schedule.

6. The supervisor will make himself/herself available at pre-arranged times, offer guidance where appropriate, will evaluate submitted written material within a reasonable agreed timeframe. The supervisor is not required to ‘chase’ a student if he/she doesn’t meet deadlines and/or present themselves for consultation sessions etc.

7. If the student is experiencing difficulties of any kind, it is his/her responsibility to notify their supervisor as soon as possible.  If the student feels unable to do this, for whatever reason, they should notify the Head of the Division as soon as possible.
8. The grading of the Graduation Essay will be performed by at least two faculty members from the Division of English, and their findings will be made available to all members of the Division.
9. Plagiarism of any kind will result in a forfeit of the grade. Please consult the Division of English plagiarism policy here: http://www.ntu.edu.sg/hss2/english/Plagiarism.pdf
10. No more than 24 AUs can be earned in the final semester, inclusive of the 8 AUs attached to the Graduation Essay.  Thus, no more than 4 courses can be registered.  This, however, is an upper limit and it is strongly recommended that you aim to register no more than 2 courses in your final semester because the Graduation Essay will demand a lot of time and effort.  The essay may also be a very important component of your application for graduate studies and it is therefore vital that it represents the very best of your ability.
*Key Submission dates:

1. If you are registered for the FYP in Semester 2 of the 2010/2011 Academic Year, the completed Essay is due 29 April 2011. 

2. If you are registered for the FYP in Semester 1 of the 2011/2012 Academic Year, the Proposal is due 27 May 2011, and the completed Essay is due 14 November 2011.

3. If you are registered for the FYP in Semester 2 of the 2011/2012 Academic Year, the Proposal is due 15 August 2011, and the completed Essay is due 16 April 2012. 

Two hard copies of your completed Essay should be submitted to the Division Secretary in person on the designated due date. 
In addition, a soft copy of your completed Essay should be uploaded to the Library’s Digital Repository, using the interface, DR-NTU (Digital Repository). Instructions on how to do this can be found at: 
http://www.ntu.edu.sg/library/collections/Pages/DRNTU.aspx
If students require any assistance, they may email repository@ntu.edu.sg or call 6790 4627 during office hours.
